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4.	 AFCNet (Asian Film Commissions Network) members  
	 a www.afcnet.org 

sSapporo Film Commission	 sSendai Miyagi Film Commission 

sTokyo Location Box	 sNagoya Location Navi

s	Osaka Film Council	 sHyogo Film Commission Network

s	Kobe Film Office	 sHimeji Film Commission

s	Hiroshima Film Commission	 sShimonoseki Film Commission

sKitakyushu Film Commission 	 sFukuoka Film Commission 

sSAGA Prefectural Film Commission	 sNagasaki Film & Media Commission

sOita City Location Office	 sOkinawa Film Office
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Japanese Film Industry

1.	 For the Statistics Refer to Motion Picture Producers Association of  
	 Japan, Inc. (EIREN)

The statistical data of Japanese film industry is annually provided by 
Motion Picture Producers Association of Japan (EIREN) in January and 
is made available on EIREN’s official website. The content of the following 
data from 1955 to 2009 is available online. 

1.	 Number of screens
2.	 Number of feature films released 
3.	 Number of feature films attendance
4.	 Box-office receipts
5.	 Average admission fee
6.	 Distribution 
7.	 Distribution revenue share 
8.	 Films with more than 1 billion yen box office  

(data available only from 2004)

Above data 1–5 is available in English on the J-Pitch official site

	 http://j-pitch.jp/english/statistics/

(updated and translated into English by UNIJAPAN in cooperation with 
EIREN) 

All of the above data is available on the official site of the Motion Picture 
Producers Association of Japan (EIREN) in Japanese only. 

	 http://www.eiren.org/toukei/index.html 

2.	 For the Imported Films Refer to Foreign Film Importer-Distributors  
	 Association of Japan (Gaihaikyo)

Foreign Film Importer-Distributors Association of Japan (Gaihaikyo) 
provides the information on the imported film market in Japan. A title 
list of imported films released within Japan from 2001–2007 is available in 
Japanese and from 2005–2007 in English.

1.	 List of imported films by title per company
2.	 Number of imported films released by corporations per month
3.	 Number of imported films released by countries per month 

Gaihaikyo’s official website  http://www.gaihai.jp/
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3.	 For Research and Survey on Japanese Film Market Refer to  
	 Kinema Junpo Film Institute

Kinema Junpo Film Institute was established in 2004 with an aim to further 
contribute to the development of Japanese film market by conducting 
researches and surveys on Japanese film industry and films. It provides and 
releases analytical researches of Japanese film market and theatrical film 
releases and thus, develops itself as a consultant agency offering the first-
hand information on the state of film market in Japan. Kinema Junpo Film 
Institute also manages the film database covering 28,592 film titles from 
1896 to 2007. Kinema Junpo Film Institute provides the information in 
Japanese only.

Kinema Junpo Film Institute official website
	 http://www.kinejunsoken.com/

Japanese Film Database (JFDB) 

With an aim to further spread the awareness of the Japanese films abroad, 
in year 2002 UNIJAPAN launched a project for creating the first bilingual 
(Japanese-English) Japanese film database. Focusing on the Japanese films 
listed in UNIJAPAN’s yearbook Japanese Film, the database gathers the 
information of theatrically released Japanese films including credits, extract 
images and contact details of the companies in charge of the international 
promotion. In year 2007 as part of the support program for international 
co-production J-Pitch, the database was renewed as JFDB to offer more 
detailed information about the Japanese films.
a http://j-pitch.jp/english/jfdb/
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 Content of JFDB

	 1)	 Data on Japanese films
JFDB provides search engine on Japanese films according to title, genre, 
duration, year, film cast and staff, or film industry related companies. JFDB 
also offers information on Japanese films released since 2002 together with 
contact details for each film title, in Japanese and English.
	 JFDB covers information on 1309 film titles as of April 5th 2009. 1025 
fiction, 151 documentaries, 106 animations, 8 experimental films and 19 
others. 

	 2)	 The Directory of Film Industry
As of April 5th, 2009, JFDB provides contact details and addresses of 521 
film related organizations and companies. 

These include:  
Associations………………………………… 33 
Production companies……………………… 151 
Production companies (animation)………… 30 
Distributors………………………………… 100 
Sales companies… …………………………… 9 
Funds… ……………………………………… 4 
Film commissions… ……………………… 30 
Film festivals………………………………… 26 
Film schools………………………………… 24 
Laboratories, production studios and  
         equipment… ………………………… 20 
Subtitling companies… …………………… 11 
Casting companies… ………………………… 4 
Translation/ interpretation companies………… 4 

The content of each organization includes: contact details, company’s 
outline and filmography. 

JFDB is annually renewed and its data regularly updated. For further 
information please contact UNIJAPAN  jpitch@unijapan.org .

Japan Location Database (JLDB)

In year 2006 the location database JLDB was launched under the auspice of 
the Agency for Cultural Affairs, with an aim to help overseas filmmakers to 
easily find the appropriate shooting location in Japan. Filmmakers can look 
for locations that match their specific needs and interests with its search 
engine by region, category or year. JLDB is a bilingual Japanese-English 
database which covers data of 3000 locations around Japan. It serves as 
a bridge connecting overseas filmmakers to various locations throughout 
Japan. 

JLDB  https://www.jldb.bunka.go.jp/

© Ishikari Film Office
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Some Useful Links 

¡For co-production 

J-Pitch (UNIJAPAN) 	 http://j-pitch.jp/english

Japanese Film Database (UNIJAPAN) 	 http://j-pitch.jp/english/jfdb

Motion Picture Producers Association of Japan, Inc.  
	 http://www.eiren.org/history_e/

Japan Film Makers Association	 http://www.2.odn.ne.jp/jfma

Association of All Japan TV Program Production Companies (ATP) 
	 https://www.atp.or.jp/modules/english

Directors Guild of Japan	 http://www.dgj.or.jp

Foreign Film Importer - Distributors Association of Japan 
	 http://www.gaihai.jp/english/eindex.htm

¡For film commissions & locations

Japan Film Commission	 http://www.japanfc.org/index.html

Japan Film Commission Promotion Council 
	 http://www.film-com.jp/

Japan Location Database	 http://www.jldb.bunka.go.jp/

¡For support programs

Agency for Cultural Affairs 
	 http://www.bunka.go.jp/english/index.html

Japan Foundation	 http://www.jpf.go.jp/e/index.html

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (Japanese only) 
http://www.meti.go.jp/policy/mono_info_service/contents/index.html

	
UNIJAPAN	 http://www.unijapan.org/en/
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About UNIJAPAN

UNIJAPAN is a non-profit organization commissioned by the Japanese 
government to support the promotion of Japanese moving images 
abroad. 
	 UNIJAPAN was established in 1957 by the Japanese film industry under 
the auspice of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) and the Ministry of 
Economy, Trade and Industry (METI). Initially named Association for the 
Diffusion of Japanese Film Abroad (UniJapan Film), in fiscal year 2005 it 
joined hands with the organizer of the Tokyo International Film Festival 
(TIFF), forming a new organization Japan Association for International 
Promotion of the Moving Image (UNIJAPAN).
	 Today UNIJAPAN manages its activities through the International 
Promotion Department, which is in charge of support programs for 
overseas promotion, and the Film Festival Department, which is in charge 
of the organization of TIFF. 

¡	Activities 
	 •	 Support Program for Participation at Film Festivals (Grant Scheme 

supported by the Agency for Cultural Affairs): UNIJAPAN provides 
grants and subsidies for Japanese films and Japanese filmmakers attending 
international film festivals and film markets, covering the expenses for 
overseas travel, production of film subtitles and promotional materials.

	 •	 Support Program for International Sales (supported by the Agency 
for Cultural Affairs): UNIJAPAN supports Japanese film companies to 
promote international sales of Japanese films by setting up a Japanese 
film promotional stand at the major international film markets in 
Cannes, Toronto, Pusan, Hong Kong and Berlin.

	 •	 J-Pitch—Support Program for International Co-production (supported 
by the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry(METI)): As of year 2006 
through J-Pitch, UNIJAPAN actively supports Japanese film producers 
aiming at co-productions to participate at international project markets 
in Cannes, Shanghai, Paris, Pusan, Rotterdam, Berlin and Hong Kong, 
assists them in finding overseas co-production partners, and helps 
them in building human networks crucial for furthering international 
co-production. Within Japan, J-Pitch also organizes workshops and 
seminars on international co-productions.

	 •	 Publications and Website: To foster the promotion of Japanese films 
and spread the awareness of Japanese film overseas, UNIJAPAN manages 
the following websites:

	 •	 UNIJAPAN official website supported by Japan KEIRIN Association 
a http://www.unijapan.org/

	 •	 J-Pitch official website supported by METI  
a http://j-pitch.jp/

	 •	 Japanese film database (JFDB) supported by METI 
a http://j-pitch.jp/jfdb/

and issues the following publications:

	 •	 Japanese Film—a yearbook of Japanese films and film industry 
supported by the Agency for Cultural Affairs

	 •	 New Cinema from Japan—a twice-a-year catalogue of new Japanese 
cinema supported by the Japan Foundation

	 •	 Research and Development: To further promote international 
cooperation for the growth of film culture and the advance of film 
industry, UNIJAPAN working with international organizations, carries 
out surveys and research on the state of overseas film markets including 
international co-productions schemes, and sends out the UNIJAPAN 
Newsletter with the latest news and information on screenings and 
presence of Japanese films overseas.

	 •	 Organization of the Tokyo International Film Festival (TIFF): 
UNIJAPAN manages the Tokyo International Film Festival through its 
Film Festival Department (a www.tiff-jp.net ). 

Contact details: 	UNIJAPAN

5F Tsukiji Yasuda Bldg., 2-15-14, Tsukiji, Chuo-ku 

Tokyo, 104-0045, JAPAN 

Tel: +81-3-5565-7511 

Fax:+81-3-5565-7531
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